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WILLIAM SCHAW, MASTER OF WORKS TO KING JAMES VI.

AND HIS CONNECTION WITH THE SCHAWS OF SAUCHIE.

BY BRO. JAMES W. SAUNDERS, F.L.A.A.

ILLIAM SCHAW, Master of Works to King James VI. and
author of the Schaw Statutes of 1598 and 1599, is a person

of considerable interest in the evolution of Feemasonry in

Scotland because of his achievement in imposing a system of

ordered government upon the Craft, but there has been some

dubiety as to his identity. Sir David Brewster in Laurie's

History of Freemasonri/ writes, " He was probably a younger

son of Schaw of Sauchie". That he was a cadet of the House
of Schawpark, Sauchie, is certain, but whether of the main stem or of a branch

has not before been stated.

William Schaw must have entered the service of the Royal Household as

ix young boy for he was one of the company selected to go to Copenhagen to escort

Anne of Denmark to Edinburgh to become the Queen of James VI., and in the

Treasurer's Accounts of Scotland under date of 1st June, 1560, The Lord High
Treasurer pays " xjLi. xs for black velvet for to be clokis to William Schaw and

Hectour Gailouch pagis to the Queen ".

A descriptive sketch on William Schaw appears on page 58 of the History

of the Lodge of Edinhurgh {Mary^s Chapel) No. 1 by D. Murray Lyon and

need not be repeated here, but that sketch does not give his origin nor any

information on his family or private life. Another descriptive account is given

in The King's Master Maso?is by R. S. Mylne, 1893, on page 62 as follows:—
" William Schaw, a man of wide culture, succeeded Sir Robert

Drummond of Carnock as Master of Works in 1584 ; apparently

through the kindly influence of Queen Anne. The Privy Seal Writ

of appointment lias not been preserved. His signature, however, is

of frequent occurrence in the early records of the incorporation of

Mary's Chapel, Edinburgh. He was employed to repair the jointure-

house of the Queens of Scotland at Dunfermline. In 1600 he rebuilt

it. This entire lordship formed a portion of the dowry of Anne of

Denmark and William Schaw became her Chamberlain and a great

favourite with this Danish princess. He also did good work in regard

to the restoration of the Great Abbey. To the nave, the aisles, the

steeple and the north porch he gave special attention. In 1594 he

purchased some alabaster and a thousand ' stun ' of lead for the better

adornment of Stirling Castle. In 1599 he rendered his accounts for

various works executed at Holyrood on the Hall, the Forewark and
other parts of the Palace. One of the Sheets amounts to £63. 12. 6.

He brought James Murray, Master Wright, from Dunfermline to

Edinburgh and observed ' I never allowit less wages this year to James
Murray than 13s. 4d. each day '.
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Against another Holyrood account he writes:—
' Summa £60. 18. 4 and for drink given to the Wrights at their

idle hours 34 shillings, which I made a difficulty to allow until

the Master Wright should let my Lord Treasurer know the
cause why it is given '.

His employment both by the King and the Queen was, however, not
of long duration. In the midst of his active and useful career he
was cut off by sudden death on 18th April, 1602. A very elaborate
monument was erected to his memory by direction of the Queen. In
the rather lengthy inscription his intellectual accomplishments, his

extensive knowledge of foreign lands and his excellent skill in archi-

tecture are highly praised. A curious monogram, making up the
letters of his name, was cut on a small piece of marble, and inserted

on the upper portion of the sepulchral edifice. A side light is thrown
on his character by the fact that an old record states that on one
occasion he was wounded in a duel by ' Buccleugh ' being second to

Sir R. Kerr. His name will always be chiefly remembered in con-

nection with the Abbey of Dunfermline (in the grounds of which he
was buried). If his work shows any sign of foreign influence we must
trace the source to Denmark not to France."

William Schaw had nevertheless also visited France and studied architecture

there. As regards the incident of the duel, Schaw was not a combatant. Another
similar incident or perhaps another version of the same incident is recorded in

the History of Inverlxeithitn/ by Rev. Wm. Stephen at page 353, in which the

opponent or culprit is named :
—

" Frances Moubray embarked on projects that brought him into trouble.

He was a party to the conspiracies against the King. On 13th April,

1596, he took part in the storming of the Castle of Carlisle and the

rescue of Kinmont Willie—(William Armstrong). On the following

day Mowbray ran a rapier through William Schaw, an act which led

to sentence of Outlawry being passed on him—Spottiswoode's History."

In the Register of the Privy Coinicil of Scotland, vol. vi., page 395 of the

print. Year 1601 there is stated a complaint by Henry Wardlaw Chamberlain
of Dunfermline as follows:—

" The following persons were put to the horn at the instance of Williame
Schaw, Master of Work and Queen's Chamberlain for non-payment of

the sums due by them as part of the maill of Ettrik-Forrest : James
Scot of Quhithoip £424: Mr. Arthur Scot of Glemmiliscleuch £70:
Robert Scot of Thirlestane £51. 13. 4 and Williame Scot of Hartwood-
myris £14. The said rebels remain at the horn as yet unrelaxed and

as they are Sir Walter Scott of Branxholm's men, Robert Scot of

Hangyng who acts for the Laird of Branxhelm during his absence

furth of this realm is bound to enter them before the King and

Council. The pursuat appearing; Scot of Hangyng not having

produced the said rebels is to be denounced rebel."

Sir George Mackenzie, the Scottish Antiquary, traces the descent of the

Schaws from Macduff and asserts that the surname of Schaw or Shaw is derived

from SHIACH the second son of Duncan, Earl of Fife, the Ancestor's given

name being adopted as a surname. (Crawford's Renfrewshire).

The surname of Shaw carried Azure three covered cups, Or. The covered

Cups of Shaw of Sauchie were borne from the earliest times as hereditary cup-

bearers tO' the Scots Kings. (Collections that relate to the Families of Scotland,

M.S. 34, 6, 8, Advocates' Library and Nisbet's Heraldry).
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The cups are covered because of an order given after a lady had attempted

to drop poison into a cup being borne from the wine cellar to the King's table

and was detected by a James Schaw who was Master of the Wyne Sellar.

The Shaws were originally vassals of the Stewarts and members of the

family are variously recorded in the Registers of Paisley Abbey, the Register of

Sasines and the Ragman Roll. In Nisbet's Heraldr//, folio 1722, p. 431, it is

noted that the Lands of " Greenock " belonged to " Sauchie " which one of his

Progenitors purchased by marrying the co-heiress of Galbreth of Greenock in the

reign of Robert III., which lands continued in the family of Sauchie till the reign

of King James V. Alexander Shaw of Sauchie gave the lands of Greenock in

patrimony to John Shaw, his eldest son, by his second wife, Elizabeth, daughter

of William Cunningham of Glengarnock. The family of Sauchie through failure

of succession fell into Greenock.

Tlie family of Shaw must have been of great importance in the time of the

Stewart Kings by reason of their position and alliances and the great offices of

state held by them. A few of the more important were James, Comptroller of

the Household 1471 ; George, Abbot of Paisley, 1476, and Lord High Treasurer

of Scotland 1495; James, Captain of Stirling Castle, 1488; Robert, Bishop of

Moray, 1524; and James, Master of the Wyne Sellar 1582. After that array

it is not surprising to find William Schaw as Master of Works in 1598.

The Schaws were in these times a vigorous and prolific family. Cadets

are traced as holding the lands of Sauchie, Alva & Cowden and Balquharn in

Clackmannanshire; Bunthirll, Cavilstoun, Couldoun, Findlarie and Lathangie in

Kinnrosshire ; Gilmerton and Gardenkeir in Fifeshire; Broich or Arnecrumbie
and Knockhill in Stirlingshire and Balinslie in Berwickshire.

The first recorded connection of the Schaws with Sauchie is the marriage

of Sir James Shaw of Greenock with Mary de Annand, co-heiress of Sauchie,

before 1431. The Annands held the lands of Sauchie from 1296 to 1431. From
this marriage Crawford in his Writs of Sauchie traces the genealogy of the family

of Shaw through eleven generations to George who dies without issue circa 1707.

This pedigree is, however, suspect because there is indisputable proof that the

lands did not devolve upon the heirs named nor are these always the eldest sons.

In 1483 in the Register of the Great Seal James Shaw of Sauchie and
Isobel his spouse are confirmed in joint infeftment of the lands of Sauchie and
Greenock. This is the second son of the Sir James Shaw who married Mary de

Annand. The eldest son John died without issue. The sons of James and
Isobel are mentioned as John, David and Richard. James Shaw was appointed

Keeper of Stirling Castle and he with his son John of Alva refused to surrender

the Castle to the King when called upon. He took part in the rebellion which
ended with the battle of Sauchieburn and the murder of James III. For his

part in that rebellion he was pardoned by Remission vmder the Great Seal. His
son John pre-deceased his father but left an heir James who was infeft of the

lands in 1498.

According to Crawford's Writs of Sauchie James Shaw had sasine of the

lands of Greenock as heir of the deceased James Shaw of Sauchy, his grandfather,

who died infeft of the lands of Greenock Schaw, which had been in the King's

hands for the space of one year, 1492, so that old James, the Grandfather, had
died in 1491 and left probably by John Shaw of Alva his son, so called in records

of 1488 James his oye, who was his heir.

This is confirmed in a pedigree of the Shaw family printed on pages 106-

111 of the History of Inverkeith/ng by Rev. William Stephen. L^nfortunately,

this pedigree is not complete and in no sense a genealogical tree. It does not

follow out either the Sauchie or Broich lines. It does, however, state that the

Created with PDF Jack for Windows



William Schaw, Master of Works to King James VI., etc. 223

Sir James de Schaw who succeeded in 1491 had three sons named Alexander,
William and John. The third son John is said by Stephen to be identified witli

John Schaw of Broich which was another name for Arngomery near Kippen in

Stirlingshire. (Calendar of Laing Charters No. 1993, 26th June, 1627). This

first John Schaw of Broich had two sons; John who succeeded him and William
who became Master of Works to the King.

Crawford writes further that John Schaw brother of Alexander Schaw of

Sauchie had a Charter to the lands of Balinslie in Berwickshire in 1546 and
states this is for certain the first John Shaw of Broich who is after that in the

Council Records. This John Shaw is "supposed" by Crawford to be the father

of the second John Shaw of Broich and William the "master of works" to the

King. Crawford cites in evidence a phrase in a Charter by James Shaw of

Sauchy in 1582, wherein " Will Shaw, Master of Wark is cal'd brother to John
Shaw of Broiche ".

In Genealogical Notes on Ancient Scottish Families by David Marshall,

F.S.A., Scotland, and in the section dealing with the Schaws of Sauchie at

page 107 there is mention of a Charter by Alexander Schaw apparent of Sauchie

granting the lands of Ryall to his brother John. It is dated 1511.

Now it is asserted elsewhere that William Scliaw, Master of Works, was

born in 1550. It is known that he died in 1602 aged about 52 years. If 1550

be accepted, then his father must have been well advanced in years when William

was born. Supposing John of Broich was 18 years of age in 1511, then he must

have been 57 years old in 1550. Patient search has so far not recovered the

record of the marriage or wife of the first John of Broich, nor the dates of birth

of his sons. John Shaw of Broycht witnesses a transfer of jiroperty in the

Register of the Great Seal at Stirling in 1556-57.

Sir James Schaw of Sauchie died in 1528 and was succeeded by his eldest

son Alexander. This Alexander married in 1526 Catherine eldest daughter of

John 5th Lord Erskine of Alloa. There appears to have been some romance here.

Catherine when a young girl was betrothed by her parents in a marriage contract

dated 25th June, 1518, as intended wife of John Miirray of Touchadam as soon

as he should come of age. Failing her he was to marry Margaret her sister. As

a matter of fact he did not marry either, but Janet the youngest daughter.

The marriage contract is dated 1st September, 1532. This is from the Mar
Manuscripts. There is no mention whatever of Alexander Shaw in these

Manuscripts although the Erskines were careful in such matters. The homes

of the Schaws and Erskines were but two miles apart. The young people met

frequently and presumably Catherine had a will of her own and declined to

follow her parents' wishes. She had one son James who carried on the Sauchie

line. Alexander Schaw married as his second wife Elizabeth daughter of William

Cunningham of Glengarnock and had issue four sons by her, named John,

Mungo, Robert and William. In the Register of the Great Seal there is also

the legitimation of James and Patrick Shaw, two natural children of Alexander

Shaw of Sauchie, dated 18th March, 1546. (Beg. Mag. Sig., L>b. 29, No. 392).

John was granted the lands of Greenock by his father and carried on the Greenock

line, one of whom was created Earl of Cathcart. The Charter from his father

is dated 16th June, 1542.

In his pedigree table Crawford gives Sir James Shaw, who succeeded

Alexander Shaw, as a son of Elizabeth Cunningham his second wife, but it is

already noted that Alexander Shaw gave the lands of Greenock to John Shaw,

eldest son by his second wife. The name of his first wife is not recorded by

Crawford, nor is there any statement that he had a son by her.

Crawford is clearly wrong in his statement. Corroboration that James

the only son by his first wife succeeded to Sauchie is found in Stephen's Historij

of Inverkeithrng.
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The frequent repetition of the same given name not only in successive

generations but in the several different branches of the family has made it very

difficult to identify individuals and great care is necessary to prevent confusion.

Alexander Schaw died in January, 1546-7, and was succeeded by Sir James

Schaw his eldest son by Catherine Erskine. James married Marjory Kirkcaldy.

There is a Precept from Henry Wardlaw fear of Torry infefting him as heir to

his father Alexander in the lands of Gilmerton, Fife, dated 29th April, 1547.

There is also a Charter under Register of the Great Seal dated 2nd May, 1558,

disposing of lands in Couldon & Brunthill Kinnross to his spouse Marjory

Kirkcaldy in liferent and to his son James in residue. There is a further record

in the Register of the Great Seal at Stirling dated 4th August, 1578, from

James VI. granting the Barony of Sauchie to himself, Marjory Kirkcaldy and

James Shaw his son. This son James succeeded his father, but the date is not

certain, probably in 1582, but certainly before 1587.

In the Writs of Sauchie, of 1587, it is recorded that John Shaw of Broich

and Eupham Shaw, spouse to James Shaw of Sauchie, with the consent of

Marjory Kirkcaldy, his mother, granted a Renunciation to the said James Shaw
of Sauchie. There is no mention of a son of the said James Shaw at this time.

Therefore John Shaw the second of Broich was presumably heir-apparent. Be it

noted that his brother William, Master of Work, is not a party to the renuncia-

tion. There is a sequel. James sold and alienated part of the lands of Sauchie

in payment of debt. William objected and declared James could not break the

entail. William took the case to the King's Court which gave deliverance in

1588 granting:—
" Regress to the lands of Sauchie, notwithstanding that James Shaw

of Sauchie had sold and alienated per Cartos and Sasines Williv.

Shaw filio qoundam Johanis Shaw de Broich nostri servitori and
assignatus totos and integros terras et Barronium de Sauchyand
Wester Tilycultry and Coudon."

So William Schaw, Master of Works, became possessed of the Barony of Sauchie,

excluding his elder brother John because of the renunciation. In the deliverance

he is definitely described as a son of John Shaw of Broich. His claim to Sauchie
is not so easily determined. Both James of Sauchie and John of Broich had
sons, but whether born at the time of dispute is not ascertainable. The Greenock
line apparently did not intervene though having as good or even a better claim

than William Schaw. William undoubtedly detested the idea that the lands

should go outside the family whose ancestral home it had remained for so many
years and in default of action by the others acted himself to preserve the lands

in the family interest though he himself was a bachelor. This marked the

severance of the Estates from the Dignity and these did not descend in the same
line until united some years later.

Sir James Schaw must have been quite unable to rid himself of the burden
of debt because the records of the Privy Council mention that " Sir James Schaw
of Sauchie remaining unrelaxed from a horning of 6th May, 1606, for not paying
Thomas Younger of Litgrane 2000 Merks as principal and £100 as expenses as

by contract of 6th June 1598 : Defender not appearing is to be apprehended by
the Captain of the Guard and his goods inventoried for his Majesty's use ".

Sir John Schaw of Arnecrumbie, Knight, was served heir to his uncle

William in the lands of Sauchie on the death of the Master of Works in 1602,

but the Charter is dated 30th June, 1609. Arnecrumbie is a variant of

Arngomery and of Broich in Stirlingshire. Thus Sir John was a son of the

second John Schaw of Broich. The seven years' delay in granting the Charter
of confirmation hints at some difficulties which have not been recorded. It may
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be conjectured that the Sir James Schaw who was dispossessed by William Schaw
made a bold effort to get back the estates. He had not long to wait for satis-

faction of his desire. There is no record of the death of Sir John Schaw of

Arnecrumbie, but Sir James Schaw must have regained possession before 1623
because on 27th August, 1623, Alexander Schaw was served heir to his father

Sir James Schaw of Sauchie in the lands and barony of Sauchie and in the lands

of Coltoun, Cavilston and Brunthill, and on 22nd December, 1630, was served

heir to Alexander, his Great-Grandfather, in the superiority and lands of Find-
larie {Eeturns of Service, Findlarie Writs). The lands, however, were becoming
heavily burdened with debt. Sir James had not- been a good manager and was
too free with his money and gifts. He had mortgaged the coal lying under the

lands in Kinross. The Mar Manuscripts, at page 119, record a letter from King
James VI. at Greenwich dated 6th May, 1623, entreating the Earl of Mar not to

press for moneys due to the Crown as the condition of the house of Sauchie is

so far hurt that it might threaten their utter overthrow.

Alexander Schaw was knighted by King Charles I. on 16th July .when
the King visited Scotland in 1633. Sir Alexander Schaw married Helen Bruce
of Clackmannan and, according to the Registers of the Parish of Clackmannan,
had one daughter Heline b. 1626, and seven sons James b. 1629, Robert & John
b. 1632, William b. 1633, Hary b. 1636, George b. 1637 and William b. 1638.

What became of the elder sons is unknown. George the sixth son succeeded but

was bereft of the estates by legal process. Apparently the debt, which James
Shaw attempted to discharge by alienation of the lands in 1587 and was dis-

possessed for so doing, was still hanging over the main line of the family, none

of whom appear to have been either fortunate or good managers in money
matters. The burden had indeed increased. Finally, the Greenock branch of

the family either paid or bought out the debt and, having no confidence in

George to maintain the dignity of the line, started process against him. By
decree of the Court of Session upon the 28th March, 1682, Charter was granted

to Sir John Shaw of Greenock, Knight, Baronet of the Barony of Sauchie with

Castles, Towers and Lands in the shire of Clackmannan; and lands of Baquhairne

and houses in the same shire ; lands of Gardenkeir in the Regality of Dunfermline

with the usual pertinents, all of which belonged heritably to the deceased Sir

Alexander Shaw of Sauchie and which are adjudged from George Shaw son and

lawfully charged to enter heir and special to the said deceased Sir Alexander

Shaw, his father, at the instance of Sir John Shaw of Greenock, Knight Baronet,

in satisfaction of debts amounting to £134,666. 13. 4, Scots (Eng. Stirling

£11,222). The Charter is dated 7th January, 1698. {Ee;/. Mag. SIff. Lib. ?/,,

Ko. 159).

The dignity and lands of the Shaws of Greenock fell into the familty of

Cathcart through Lady Shaw grandmother of the tenth Baron and thereafter

the descent is readily traceable in Burke's Peerage down to the Hon. William

Schaw Cathcart of Schawpark, Sauchie, who was initiated in the Lodge of Alloa,

No. 69, on 8th September, 1774, in the presence of his Uncle Francis, seventh

Lord Napier, then Past Depute Grand Master and afterwards Grand Master

Mason in 1788/89. The Hon. Wm. Schaw Cathcart was elected Master of the

Lodge of Alloa, No. 69, for three successive years commencing 23rd December,

1774, but his military duties prevented regular attendance. He was only 19

years of age on the day of his election. He succeeded to the title of tenth

Baron Cathcart on 21st July, 1776. He was one of, and perhaps the most

distinguished of a long line of military officers. He received his first Company
in the Athole Highlanders and immediately brought it to Alloa on a recruiting

mission.

The Lodge of Alloa rose to the occasion and offered a bounty of three

guineas to every recruit. A combined procession of the Masons and the High-
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landers was made through the town and the Company soon attained full strength.

Lord Cathcart became Colonel of the 2nd Life Guards and rose to the rank of

Lt. -General in 1801. He was Commander-in-Chief of the British Expedition

to Copenhagen and on his return was rewarded with a Viscountcy. He was

appointed Ambassador to Russia and created first Earl Cathcart in 1814. He
retired as Vice-Admiral of Scotland.

Another Branch of the Shaws is represented by the line of Shaw Stewarts,

Baronets of Greenock, one of whom Sir Michael Robert Shaw-Stewart was Grand
Master Mason from 1873 to 1881.

The descent of Sir Walter Scott may also be traced from the Schaws of

Sauchie through one Patrick Shaw, Minister of Selkirk, 1595-1635, whose great-

grand-daughter married the Rev. John Rutherford of Yarrow, and whose grand-

daughter was the mother of Scott, a seventh son.
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